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Dear Cabinet Secretary, 
 
At today’s meeting of the Public Audit and Post-Legislative Scrutiny Committee we 
considered the Auditor General’s report ‘Scotland’s Colleges 2017’. 
  
This led us to discuss, with Scottish Government officials and Dr John Kemp, the 
interim chief executive of the Scottish Funding Council (SFC), recent media reports 
about pay demands at Glasgow Colleges' Regional Board (GCRB). 
  
We understand that the GCRB has determined an increase in salary for a senior 
staff member of almost 20% and this at a time when the public sector pay cap 
remains at 1%. 
  
Dr Kemp explained that he had recently written to the GCRB to express his concern 
about proposed pay increases, but that he had decided against using his power to 
direct the board on this matter. Scottish Government officials said they had 
discussed the issue with Dr Kemp and they agreed with the approach he took. 
  
We note that this issue is still active and that Dr Kemp may still be able to deploy his 
power of direction. 
  
Our concern is with the wider, and wholly damaging, message that may be sent out 
by such cases. After an extended period of public pay restraint and with established 
pay policies in place, it would be entirely inappropriate for anyone in the college 
sector to be awarded a pay increase significantly higher than that received by other 
workers. 
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This would not only be an insult to those who provide vital public services, but may 
also send a signal across the college sector, and beyond, that excessively high pay 
rises are acceptable.  
  
We hope you will join us in issuing a clear statement that excessive pay demands 
are wrong and are deeply damaging to the public’s perception of those who lead our 
public services.  
 
 
 

 
Jackie Baillie MSP 
Acting Convener 


